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We are continuing our sermon series – Hope is Here, 
to encourage one another in the Hope that is only 
found in Jesus Christ. It is a hope that you can stand 
in, lean on and people of God – you can even rejoice 
in it! Because your future, my future, our future, is in 
the hands of an almighty God!  

So, here in this portion of chapter 3, the Apostle Paul 
is anticipating the future struggles that this good 
church is going to face, and he starts praying. He is 
praying to encourage them that despite the stuff, the 
problems, the persecutions that are coming, as they 
put their faith and trust in Jesus, hope for the future is 
secure.  

So, what I want to do in this message is look at Paul’s 
prayer for the Ephesians and see some reasons that 
we can hope for the future as well. 

 

A photo of the WTC Bible on display in the museum 
was published in a New York Times article titled, “A 
9/11 Memorial, an Enduring Message of 
Forgiveness’. Here is a portion of the Scripture from 
the Bible that survived the attack: 

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;” 
Matthew 5:43—44 (KJV) 

In the article, the writer is quoted saying, “My 
astonishment at seeing the page that the Bible was open to 
made me realize that the Bible’s message survives 
throughout time, and in every era we interpret its 
teachings freshly, as the occasion demands.” 

Indeed, Jesus’ message of forgiveness endures today. No 
matter what we’ve been through or what has been done to 
us, God’s Word and God’s Promises still apply to our 
situation.  
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I. Hope For The Future Through The People Of 
Christ (vv. 15, 18 – 19)  

Paul is rejoicing in his prayer for the Ephesian church – that 
they are together in common and communal faith in Jesus 
Christ. O beloved one of the things that is a lament for me in 
these times is the family is not as together as we were 
before. And that is because we are not together in faith in 
God like we used to be. And if we don’t repent and come 
back to God, our future is going to be very bleak. But Paul 
underscores that our hope for the future is secure through 
our connection with the church – not just locally but 
universally throughout the world.  

Regardless of our cultural, racial, social, or even political 
differences the church has a bright future – when we come 
together in the presence of Christ to experience the height, 
width, and depth of His love with all the saints. In other 
words, your future hope is directly tied to your continued 
connection to the church – the people of God. 

YOU’VE been called into something staggering. If Bill 
Gates (Gates, who cofounded Microsoft, is worth $130.5 
billion, according to Forbes. He's one of only eight moguls’ 
worth over $100 billion and is currently the fourth-richest 
person in the world) were to adopt a child, that would be 
staggering.  

But beloved we’ve been adopted into the family of God, the 
ruler of the universe who has all kinds of riches in glory. 
Not only does God own the cattle on 1000 hills, He owns 
the hills as well! The implications of this are beyond 
comprehension. I know it may be more difficult to be in 
church right now – but this is not the time to disconnect, 
because your future depends on it 

II. Hope For The Future Via The Presence Of Christ 
(vv. 16 – 17)  

What Paul is doing here after showing how secure we are in 
the Hope of Jesus is to show us that – even though troubles 
in this life are inevitable/unavoidable, we are given strength 
through the Spirit of Jesus that gives us unshakable hope 
despite anything that we may go through:  

Paul goes on the pray that the church in Ephesus, the Solid 
Rock Church in Harrisburg and every person that names the 
Name of Jesus Christ would receive by the riches of His 
glory – inner strength through His Spirit 
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Hope Is Here II:  Hope For The Future (Your Future Is In Good Hands) Ephesians 3:15 - 21  
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I remember in the 1970’s there was an oil embargo and 
shortage that caused people to have to wait in lines for 
hours just to get a gallon or 2 of gas. In fact, the 
scientists predicted that as we got to the 2000’s we 
would run out of oil and natural gas. Aren’t you glad 
that God is smarter and more dependable than the 
scientists and we still have resources today?  

And in a greater way in those times, when we may be 
“running out of gas” God has promised the presence of 
Jesus Christ to dwell in our hearts to empower us– with 
the very power that raised Jesus from grave to give you 
strength for today and even strength for tomorrow. The 
power of Jesus is available like a fountain of living water 
that never, ever will run dry. Listen, when you are 
feeling weak and weary, ask the Savior to help comfort 
strengthen and keep you and He will carry you through. 

III. Hope For The Future Via The Power Of Christ 
(v. 20)  

Paul spends time in the prayer requesting and rejoicing 
about the hope we have for what Christ will do in us and 
through us that will keep us now and into the future. O, 
but here is something that made me want to shout!!! As 
we pray and after we pray, we can look to Him who is 
able to do even more than we can ask or even think - for 
us. Can you think of anything the Lord has done for you 
that seemed to be impossible? If you can’t think of 
anything, remember how you were saved from a devil’s 
hell– when you know you didn’t deserve it and you were 
only saved by the grace of God?  

One of my favorite shows growing up was the Six 
Million Dollar Man. NASA astronaut Col. Steve Austin is 
severely injured in experimental plane crash,  In the 
opening sequence, a narrator would proclaim: "Steve 
Austin, astronaut. A man barely alive." …"Gentlemen, 
we can rebuild him. We have the technology. We have 
the capability to make the world's first bionic man. Steve 
Austin will be that man. Better than he was before. 
Better...stronger...faster." In a greater way, God in 
saving us through Jesus Christ makes us better, 
stronger, wiser than we were before. 

IV.  Hope For The Future Via The The Purpose Of 
Christ (v. 21)  

What I love about this verse are the words “glory”, “all” 
and “forever”. In other words, Jesus is the One that we 
will be serving, praising, worshipping now and forever. 
Because He is One whom God the Father has ordained 
to rule over all things in the church, the world, and the 
heavens—now and forever!   

This knowledge helps us to put everything that we face—
especially the painful and difficult times, in the right 
perspective. Let me be clear, I know that many of us have 
faced some truly heartbreaking issues in our lives—ones 
where tears and sadness are appropriate. But, when we 
understand the glorious future that awaits us in eternity 
with Jesus Christ, we will be able to view our burdens with 
hope and even joy. Looking at our afflictions through the 
lens of our future glory will continually keep us hopeful.  

Paul emphasizes this perspective in  2 Corinthians 4:17—
that the afflictions that we face in this life are far 
outweighed by the eternal glory that awaits us in the 
future.  

As I close, I want to re-visit the 9/11 WTC terrorist 
attacks. On that dreadful day as those planes struck the 
Twin Towers that took years to build, they were totally 
destroyed in just a matter of minutes. But even though 
those building collapsed, resulting in the death of 
thousands, an amazing symbol appeared. 

In the rubble, two steel beams survived – forming the 
shape of a Cross. The Cross and the site became a place 
where people would come to worship Jesus. Many people 
had their faith renewed, and many were saved. The cross 
inspired people all over the world, as it was moved from 
place to place in Lower Manhattan until the memorial was 
finished.  Its journey finally came to an end when it was 
brought to the National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum on May 15, 2014.  

And Beloved although sin came into our world and all of 
our lives, destroying everything. Sin even destroyed every 
chance that we to live and to enjoy being in relationship 
Our Heavenly Father. But, Jesus came:  

¨ He took the penalty the we deserved 

¨ He died the death we should have died  

¨ His death and blood covers my past  

¨ And His resurrection from the grave assures our 
present and secures our eternal future.  

The Cross of Christ still stands today as God’s symbol of 
Hope for today and even greater Hope in the future. Trust 
in Jesus for the Hope, today!    

 

 

 

 

 


